A Congregation’s Guide to Getting Started with ChildSafe
ChildSafe is designed to help your congregation in its ministry with children, young people and families.  It is focused on providing Safe Programs run by Safe People.

Here are some steps to get started with the ChildSafe system:

1. Identify the ministry programs that involve children and young people (under 18):

2. Identify the Team Members and Team Leaders for these programs:

Team Members: Anyone who engages in a responsible role within the ministry (ie – working with children).  This might include Sunday school teachers, youth group helpers, etc.

Team Leaders: Anyone who leads a team that undertakes ministry with children, young people and families.  This person has responsibility for their team and for the conduct of a particular program or event.  This might include youth group leaders, Sunday school coordinators, etc.

3. Training Requirements
Team Members are required to complete the ChildSafe Team Member training, which is a four-hour program designed to equip Team Members with skills for their ministry area.  It is mandatory for those people involved in ministry to children and youth, however, it is suitable for other members of the congregation to attend as well (Church Council members, parents, etc)

Team Leaders are required to undertake the Team Member training and additional Team Leader training, which will equip leaders to complete a risk analysis on their ministry program, and provide tools for ongoing safety management.

There are a number of ChildSafe Trainers in every region of the NSW District.  To find out when and where training days are being held, please contact the NSW District Office on 02 9736 2366, email childsafe@nsw.lca.org.au or look up www.lcansw.org.au
4. ChildSafe System Compliancy
The NSW District is working towards all congregations and ministries being compliant (ie – training and risk assessments completed) by January 2010.  There will be a checklist available for congregations to ensure that the requirements of the ChildSafe system are being met.

If you have any questions or suggestions, or require further information, please contact the NSW District Office on 02 9736 2366, email childsafe@nsw.lca.org.au



- 1 -


